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Editorial: GUINEA WORM ERADICATION AND NATIONAL IMMUNIZATION DAYS

As polio eradication activities gather momentum in Africa, National Guinea Worm Eradication
Programs (GWEPs) need to consider how the two eradication programs can help reinforce each
other’s efforts. Each program has something significant to offer the other, and both have much to
lose from ill-considered “competition” in mutually endemic countries. The best contribution that
GWEPs could make to the drive to “Kick Polio Out of Africa” by the year 2000 is to finish
eradicating dracunculiasis and get out of the way as soon as possible. Until dracunculiasis is
eradicated, however, leaders of the programs in each country should plan together how to maximize
the complementarity and avoid any preventable conflict of their respective activities. Some
preliminary ideas are presented here in an attempt to encourage that process.

The intensive mobilization of National Immunization Days (NIDs), in which polio programs seek to
immunize all children less than 5 years of age in a country within one to three days and then again
about four weeks later, will be an annual feature of public health in all polio-endemic countries until
polio is eradicated. NIDs are a key component of the polio eradication strategy, and they require
the mobilization of all available resources, including help from GWEPs, for short periods. While the
main purpose of such NIDs is to administer immunizations, with joint planning they may also
represent opportunities to help GWEPs obtain information about the presence or suspected presence
of dracunculiasis in selected areas of the country (the GWEP could provide “recognition cards” with
a photograph of an emerging Guinea worm to increase the accuracy of such inquiries), and possibly
to disseminate health education materials or information about rewards for reporting of a case of
dracunculiasis. For their part, GWEPs can offer leaders of national Polio Eradication Programs
logistical and other assistance in outreach to dracunculiasis-endemic communities (usually among
the most remote parts of the country) during NIDs. In addition, experienced village-based health
workers in each GWEP can potentially be used to help maintain surveillance for polio and new
susceptibles (births) as dracunculiasis disappears from their communities. Both programs should
also plan to take mutual advantage of any cease-fires brokered on behalf of either one, as in the
dramatic example of the “Guinea Worm Cease-Fire” in Sudan in 1995.

NIDs have been conducted in November/December 1997 in Ethiopia, Ghana, and Mali at least. In
Sudan, the GWEP is participating in planning for NIDs in both sides of the civil war; those NIDs
are scheduled for February 15-21 and March 15-21, 1998.
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UNITED KINGDOM PROVIDES MORE SUPPORT

On December 4, the United Kingdom announced additional support for the global
campaign to eradicate dracunculiasis. The announcement was made in Liverpool, England,
during the third annual meeting of the Joint Action Forum of the African Program for
Onchocerciasis Control (APOC). Dr. David Nabarro of the UK’s Department for
International Development (DFID; the successor to the Overseas Development Agency, ODA), made the
presentation to former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, on behalf of the Secretary of State for International
Development, The Rt. Honorable Clare Short. The contribution of 500,000 pounds sterling (about US$
833,000) was made to the Global 2000 Program of The Carter Center for use in the final stages of the
Guinea Worm Eradication Program. The UK’s developmental agency has made previous grants for
dracunculiasis eradication to WHO and Ghana.

IN BRIEF:

Ghana’s Guinea Worm Eradication Program reports that the Canadian Intemational
Development Agency (CIDA) project to help provide safe drinking water for the highly
endemic district capitol of Gushiegu in the Northern Region has already begun its work,
having advanced its timetable from December 1998 to December 1997. The unsafe water
supply in the district capitol of Savelugu is now the most serious challenge remaining in the
Northern Region program, which has already begun to treat the contaminated dams in both
towns with Abate during the current peak transmission season.

Mali’s Guinea Worm Eradication Program and the Corps des Volontaires Maliens (MVC)

- have agreed in principle to intensify their collaboration, in which 17 of the Malian volunteers
are already working with the Guinea worm program in Gao and Timbuktu Regions, supported
by a grant from USAID. The Guinea worm program also recently provided basic orientation
and training about dracunculiasis eradication for 200 other volunteers in the national service.
The MVC is funded by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). Mali reported
four imported cases in October: one from Burkina Faso (Markoye) to Gao, one from Niger
(Tillabery) to Gao, and two from Mauritania (Massarame, Niconna) to Kayes. All four cases
were cross-notified to WHO.

In Benin, the Guinea Worm Eradication Program conducted training and re-training in the

use of Abate, with the assistance of Mr. M. Salissou Kane of Global 2000/Niger in

November. Global 2000 consultant Mr. Harry Godfrey also worked with the GWEP in Benin

and Togo following the Program Review in Bouake. The program in Togo is working to

extend the use of Abate to more endemic villages during the current peak transmission season
igure 1).

Céte d’Ivoire’s National Program Coordinator, Dr. Henri Boualou, invited the WHO
Collaborating Center for Research, Training, and Eradication of Dracunculiasis at CDC to
assist in preparing that country’s Plan of Action for 1998. Mr. Mark LaPointe departed for
Céte d’Ivoire on December 4.

Mauritania has reported to WHO that through September 1997, a total of 289 cases of
dracunculiasis had been detected (Table 1). Information regarding the distribution of cases
by month, cases contained, and endemic villages reporting is forthcoming.
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NIGERIA: RECENT REDUCTIONS IN ENUGU AND EBONYI STATES

The incidence of dracunculiasis in endemic villages of Enugu and Ebonyi States in the South East Zone
of Nigeria’s Guinea Worm Eradication Program during epidemiologic years 1995-96, 1996-97, and 1997-
98 is shown in Figure 3. Overall, incidence of reported cases decreased by 7%, from 3,337 cases in 1995-
96 to 3,101 cases in 1996-97, but since June 1997 incidence has decreased by 63%, 77%, 23%, 44%, and
70% during June, July, August, September, and October, respectively. During 1996, training and super-
vision of personnel and all program interventions were intensified in an effort to further reduce disease
incidence. It appears that those efforts may now be achieving the intended results, but their full effect will
only become evident during the transmission season which is just now beginning. Recently, Global 2000
provided an additional US$ 7,000 in supplementary funding to support interventions in the South East
Zone.

MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES
® 34th INTERAGENCY MEETING

The Interagency Coordinating Group for Dracunculiasis Eradication held its 34th meeting on
December 2 at The Carter Center in Atlanta. The meeting reviewed results of the recently-
concluded annual Program Reviews, discussed potential solutions to key problems in various
countries, and discussed plans for next years African Regional Conference (see below).
Representatives from WHO, UNICEF, and Peace Corps participated in the meeting, in addition
to persons from The Carter Center (Global 2000) and CDC.

® 7th AFRICAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE

WHO’s Regional Office for Africa has announced that the Seventh African Regional Conference
on Dracunculiasis Eradication will be held in Bamako, Mali, March 31-April 3, 1998. In
addition to the host Government of Mali, this conference will be co-sponsored by The Carter
Center (Global 2000), CDC, UNICEF, and WHO. Former Malian Head of State General
Amadou Toumani Touré and Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter are among those planning to
attend.

® 3rd MEETING OF INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION COMMISSION

The International Commission for the Certification of Dracunculiasis Eradication will hold its
Third Meeting at WHO headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, on February 19-20, 1998.
According to Dr. Kazem Behbehani, director of the Control of Tropical Diseases Division at
WHO, applications are pending from more than 50 countries for certification at this meeting.

TELEVISION PROGRAM

televise the first two-hour component of a five-part series, “A Science QOdyssey”. This
lead show will include a brief segment on dracunculiasis that was filmed in Ghana’s
Northern Region last January. The program will be aired nationally at 8:00 PM Eastern
Standard Time. Some local PBS stations will run the series at another time, however,
M 5o check with your local PBS station to be sure when it will be broadcast in your area.

\/ On January 11, 1998, the Public Broadcasting System (PBS) in the United States will
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Inclusion of information in the Guinea Worm Wrap-Up does not
constitute “publication” of that information.
In memory of BOB KAISER.

For information about the GW Wrap-Up, contact Trenton K. Ruebush, MD, Director, WHO Collaborating
Center for Research, Training, and Eradication of Dracunculiasis, NCID, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, F-22, 4770 Buford Highway, NI, Atlanta, GA 30341-3724, U.S.A. FAX: (770) 488-4532.

72N

vy CDC is the WHO Collaborating Center for Research, Training, and Eradication of
Dracunculiasis.




